
The Victory Voice 
Our Lady of Victory School 

2 Bellmore Street 
Floral Park, New York 11001 

516-352-4466 
  Winter-Spring 2018 - Issue 2 

 

  

From Our Principal 
Dear Families,  
 

Welcome back to school and Happy Easter to all! 
 

Welcome Spring!  It will be good to feel the warmth of the sun.   Can you believe it‘s April?  After our long and cold 

winter we are ready for a beautiful, warm springtime! 
   

Our 8th graders will receive the sacrament of Confirmation on April 19th.  We wish them God‘s continued blessings 

as they go forward in their faith.  Our second graders are equally excited as they prepare for First Communion on 

May 12th.  What a special time for them!  It is a pleasure to see the joy and anticipation in their faces. 
 

Students in Nursery through Grade 1 will celebrate ―Special Persons Day‖ on Monday, April 30th.  Details will be 

sent home with the children. 
 

Later this month we will celebrate Secretaries Day and Nurse‘s Day.  I would like to take this opportunity to thank 

our office staff and our school nurse for all the work they do for our children—and for our school.  Thank you, 

ladies! 
 

Registration for the next school year is just about complete.  Re-registration forms were due back to school by 

March 28th.    If you know of any parishioners who are thinking of sending their children to our school, please ask 

them to call the office for an appointment. 
 

We have had so many snow days this year!  FIVE!!  Therefore, School will be OPEN on May 10th, and we will 

celebrate the Feast of the Ascension by attending Mass as a school community.    
  

Believe it or not it is time to prepare for the end of the school year! The final days of school are always exciting.  

While we must remain focused on the curriculum we also look forward to the end of school activities.  Band, 

recorder, and tap recitals have become traditions at the end of the school year.  This year our Twirlers will host a 

recital as well!  We will also have a talent show this year where students will share their talents with us!    

The children are eager to perform for their families to show how much they have learned!  
  

Field day is scheduled for June 1st (rain date June 5th), and our annual Moving Up Day will take place later in the 

month of June.   The children always enjoy the opportunity to participate in activities planned by their ―next level‖ 

teachers!   
     

The last day of school for students in grades 1-7 is Monday, June 25th.  Details will follow in the weekly emails. 
 

Always busy at OLV! 
 

God bless, 

 

Peg Augello 

Principal



 

 

 
 
 

WELCOME SPRING! 
Let’s Get Together and 
CELEBRATE it’s arrival! 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

SAVE THE DATE 

 

Spring Event 

will be held on  

Thursday, May 10, 2018 

 

Hope to see you there! 

 



 

 

Student Council 
 

Student Council has recently sponsored a 

green/gold/purple and red/pink accessory 

day for Mardi Gras/Valentine‘s Day. Our 

next Spirit Day is for St. Patrick's Day on 

March 16th! Wear green to show your school 

spirit! 

 

Student Council held a fundraiser to raise 

money for new recess equipment! Students 

had the opportunity to guess how many 

Hershey kisses were in the jar. 

Congratulations to Mary Grace McClintock, 

you were the lucky winner! 

 

Clean out your bookshelves and closets! 

Student Council is partnering with Book 

Fairies to collect new and slightly used 

books. The book drive will be taking place 

March 12- March 16. Collected books will be 

distributed to high poverty schools and 

organizations across metropolitan New York. 

 

We are looking forward to a busy spring and 

we are very proud of all the hard work of 

the Student Council officers and class 

representatives.  

 

~Miss O‘Mara 

Student Council Moderator 

 

 

The Home School Association 
 

Remembering Winter & Anticipating 

Spring 
 

As Mother Nature clings to cold and snowy 

weather, we remember all the wonderful 

events we‘ve enjoyed at OLV School since 

the New Year began. In January we 

celebrated Catholic Schools Week, a busy 

and fun-filled time for students and families 

alike.  The open house held directly after 

10:30am mass brought an enthusiastic crowd 

to Memorial Hall, where refreshments, 

friendly students in uniform, and tour guides 

greeted potential students and their 

families. We closed the day with the 

$10,000 Giveaway and the Drama Club 

production of Shrek. 

 

That week in school, students enjoyed an 

interactive experience courtesy of children‘s 

book author Tim Bellavia; various themed 

dress-down days; free ices during lunch; 5th 

& 6th grades Sports Night; and the annual 

Faculty-Eighth grade volleyball game.  

(Victory: 8th grade!)  That Friday, we 

honored Mrs. Batsford, who celebrates 25 

years of service in Catholic schools. 

Congratulations, Mrs. Batsford! We‘re so 

grateful for your devotion to our children! 

Catholic Schools Week is a special time at 

OLV and we are blessed to be able to 

celebrate and share our Catholic identity 

with our families, friends, and community. 

 

Other recent events included the 

Sweetheart Dance and Mother-Son Bowling. 

If the smiles on the faces of the dads, 

daughters, moms, and sons were any 

indication, these two traditions will be 
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enjoyed for years to come! The 3-on-3 

Basketball Tournament and a revamped 

family auction took place on March 10th. Both 

events were well attended and provided a 

nice boost to the school‘s fundraising 

coffers.  Thank you to all students, parents, 

families, and friends who supported these 

events and our school! 

 

Special thanks to Kristy Flood, Kerry 

Cormican, Sheila Compono, Laura Zilinek, 

Kristin Burgess, Jen Fiebelkorn, Lisa Rizzi, 

Mary Ellen Agro, Tracy Boerum, Doug 

Hayden, Pat Mitchell, Donna Lindskog, 

Theresa Smith, Christine Mulryan, Mary 

O‘Reilly, and Kerry Boyle for chairing the 

aforementioned events. 

 

As winter winds down (hint, hint, Mother 

Nature!) we look forward to the events 

which await us this spring.  Under the 

leadership of Ann Saville and Jackie Hance, 

preparations are underway for the Easter 

Bunny Breakfast to be held in Memorial Hall 

on Saturday, March 24th. All students in 

grades N-2 are invited to attend with their 

families. 

 

Please save the date for a new event – the 

Spring Cocktail Party & Live Auction - on 

Saturday, April 21st.  Join us for live music, 

cocktails, hors d‘oeuvres, and a live auction 

including memorable experiences such as 

vacation homes, sports tickets, and dinner 

with Father Tom at the rectory. It‘s our last 

fundraiser of the year and we hope to see 

many of you there! 

 

As always, we express our gratitude for the 

support of Mrs. Augello, Father Tom, the 

entire OLV faculty and staff, and all of our 

dedicated and selfless volunteers. 

Collectively, you ensure OLV will always 

remain ―The Place to Be‖! 

 

Praying you all had a blessed Easter! 

~ Kerry Connolly & Janet McCann 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

2017-2018 Our Lady of Victory 

School Board 
 

Barbara Van Riper, Chairperson 

Toni Ann Caturano, Vice Chairperson 

Maureen Mansfield, Secretary 

Heather McClintock 

Sharon O‗Donnell 

Mary O‗Reilly 

 

Ex-Officio (non-voting) Members  

   

Father Tom Fusco, Pastor 

Mrs. Peg Augello, Principal 

Kerry Connolly/Janet McCann,  

HSA Co-Presidents 

 

 

 

 

2017-2018 Home School Association 

Executive Board 

 

Co-Presidents ...Kerry Connolly and Janet McCann 

Vice President …..………………………….Maryellen Agro 

Treasurer ………….……..…….………………Tracy Boerum 

Recording Secretary ……………... Jessica Schafrick 

Corresponding Secretary…………Marianne Killen 
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Cultural Arts Committee 

 
Our Lady of Victory Catholic Schools Week 

Author Visit 

 

During Catholic Schools week, Our Lady of 

Victory HSA had the pleasure to host 

author, illustrator and educator, Timothy 

Bellavia.   

 

The children had a great time listening to 

Timothy‘s book We Are All The Same 

Inside!! They got to decorate their own Sage 

doll. They worked in groups using floor space 

to bounce ideas off each other while still 

creating their own individual dolls. A contest 

was held for best/most unique doll per 

grade. Some students were selected to have 

lunch w/Timothy and make their own stuffed 

dolls!  

 

Laughter and joy filled the gym as the kids 

shared wonderful ideas and crayons.  

 

Everyone really enjoyed Mr. Bellavia‘s visit 

to our school.   

 

~ Sheila Compono, Kerry Cormican & Kristy Flood 

Cultural Arts Committee 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Volunteer Committee 

 

A Note From the Volunteer Committee... 
 

Thank you to all who have volunteered - or 

will volunteer - for an HSA event or task so 

far this year!  The school is especially 

grateful to the folks who go "above and 

beyond" the minimum volunteer 

obligation!  Many events would not happen 

without your support.  
 

Please remember, re-registration paperwork 

includes an option where families indicate if 

they will volunteer or pay the volunteer 

fee.  If you indicated you would volunteer, 

please participate in your assigned event - 

many hands make light work!  Those who do 

not volunteer will be sent a bill for the 

Volunteer Fee.  Also, letters indicting 

fundraising balances for this school year will 

be sent out soon - please pay promptly.  We 

could use some helping hands with the April 

21st Cocktail Party and Live Auction.  Please 

contact a member of the Volunteer 

Committee if you can help.  
 

Volunteer registration for the 2018-2019 

school year will be taking place soon.  Please 

check your emails and the school website in 

the coming weeks for opportunities to take 

on a leadership role in the Home School 

Association.  Soon after that effort is 

complete, general Volunteer Registration will 

take place online.   

 

Thank you OLV families! 
 

~Kerry Boyle   ~Jen Meier  

kpjmdq@gmail.com  pamagemu@msn.com 

  
~Ann Saville 

absaville@optonline.net 

mailto:kpjmdq@gmail.com
http://msn.com/
mailto:absaville@optonline.net
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OLV School Fun-For-All 
 

On Saturday, March 10th, OLV School 

hosted a fun-filled afternoon that included 

amazing raffles, silent auction items, games, 

refreshments and a spirited Cupcake Wars 

competition.  So many folks from throughout 

the Parish and School communities stopped 

by to enjoy the fun.  Some of the younger 

OLV students created some inspirational 

artwork, which was auctioned off.  A huge 

thank you goes to the many teachers who 

offered dodgeball, manicures and ice cream 

parties as part of the auction.  The class 

mothers did a wonderful job organizing and 

creating class baskets for the raffle.   

 

A huge THANK YOU to the organizers of 

the event: Kerry Connolly, Donna Lindskog, 

Christine Mulryan, Mary O'Reilly, Theresa 

Smith and their great committee of parent 

volunteers for making the event so fun and 

successful! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Congratulations to our Honor Band 

 

The following students were selected to 

perform at the 2018 Long Island Catholic 

School Honor Band Concert.  The Concert 

will be held on March 10th at St. Anthony‘s 

High School in Huntington. 
 

 Declan Boyle 

Jeremy Martinez 

Callum Reilly 

Sophia Rohan 
 

These students represent the ―cream of the 

crop‖ musicians from our area schools.  They 

will rehearse for over 12 hours and perform 

in this concert. 

 

Congratulations to these fine musicians 

and to Mr. James Spera, our wonderful 

band director! 

 

 
 

Thank you Irish Step Dancers! 

 
Annie Pugh, Emma Foley, Juju Foley, 

Meaghan Hayes and Maddy Grgas 

entertained the students on a festive St. 

Patrick‘s Spirit Day!   

 

Thank you for sharing your talent!! 
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Mother Son Bowling 

 
On Saturday, February 3, 2018 we ended 

Catholic Schools Week with our annual 

Mother Son Bowling Event! What a success 

it was with over 100 boys and 75 

mothers/special persons bowling the 

afternoon away at AMF Sheridan Lanes in 

Mineola. The day was filled with laughter, 

school spirit, and prizes such as the sought 

after NUT pass and 5lb chocolate bar…what 

could be better than that!  

 

We are looking forward to next year.  Hope 

to see you all there! 

 

~ MaryEllen Agro & Tracy Boerum 

   Mother-Son Bowling Co-chairs 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Movie Night 

 

The Cultural Arts Committee hosted this 

year‘s movie night and it was a huge hit!!  

Hotel Transylvania 2 had all the kids 

laughing while they enjoyed snacks with 

their friends.   

 

Thank you to all the students and parents 

who attended, and a special thanks goes to 

Richie May.  He did a tremendous job as 

usual setting up the projector, sound system 

and technological support. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

OLV Music Series 
 

Jack Hayes and Matt Troy put together yet 

another fun and successful Music Series 

event.  We had a great night with over 150 

people in attendance listening to the 

incredible music of Bruce Springsteen by 

Tramps Like Us! 

 

We sang to hits like Born to Run, Hungry 

Heart, Thunder Road, Rosalita and many 

more.  We even had band members come off 
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of the stage playing sax and guitar right in 

the middle of the dance floor.  It was a 

great night for all!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Sweetheart Dance 
 

On Saturday, February 10th, the HSA held 

its annual Sweetheart Dance.  107 girls from 

Pre-K through 8th grade accompanied by 

their special guests packed the dance 

floor.  When the girls weren‘t busy dancing 

the night away they were snapping pictures 

in this year‘s photo booth.  The photo both 

was a big hit, as a group they took over 700 

photos!  
 

The night ended with the annual 8th grade 

father daughter dance and from the looks 

on everyone‘s face it was a night no one will 

soon forget! 

 

~ Jennifer Fiebelkorn & Lisa Rizzi 

Sweetheart Dance Co-Chairs 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Our Classes 

 

Early Childhood 
 

The children have grown and learned so 

much these past few months!  We 

celebrated lots of holidays in our classroom, 

from Christmas all the way to Easter!  Here 

are some highlights: finding Christmas bells 

in our shoes on St. Nicholas Day, singing 

Christmas carols for our guests at the 

Christmas Prayer Service, ―baptizing‖ the 

baby dolls, creating I Am Special self-

portraits, sending Valentines for Veterans, 

shining pennies for our Lincoln Log craft, 

celebrating Dr. Seuss‘ birthday, setting a 

trap for leprechauns, dyeing eggs, and having 

an egg hunt for Easter.  We also celebrated 

Catholic Schools Week.  We had Jersey Day, 

Dress Up Day, and Red, White & Blue Day.  

We even had Pajama Day, wearing our 

favorite pj's to school!  We had so much fun 

at a special assembly where we met an 

author of children‘s books!  We spent a lot 

of time talking about the seasons of winter 

and spring.  We completed many seasonal 

crafts: skating snowmen, matching mittens, 

colorful winter hats, paper plate 

snowmen…as well as many spring crafts, like 

a hatching chick and April Showers Bring 
May Flowers craft.  We are always learning 

new songs and poems that relate to the 

seasons.  The children enjoy music and 

movement and love having streamer dance 

parties, too!  We look forward to warmer 

weather and being outside more, exploring 

and having fun with our friends. 
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We introduced letters H through T and 

completed all activities for each letter.  

Some crafts include:  turkey handprints, ice 

cream cones, Baby Jesus in His Manger, We 
Three Kings crowns, bears in their lairs, 

homemade muffins, Noah‘s Arks, paper plate 

owls, penguin pals, a classroom quilt, glittery 

rainbow fish, painted shamrocks, and name 

trains.  For science we learned facts about 

owls and penguins and talked about the life 

cycle of a sea turtle.  We also had a science 

experiment to see what happens to ice in a 

cup when put on the radiator.  The children 

loved ―drinking‖ their ice cubes!  We have 

been reviewing various math concepts and 

are practicing with scissors, too.  So, so 

busy!   

 

We remember to pray every day to thank 

God for all He has given us.  We always talk 

about God, Jesus, and Mary, and we try our 

best to be Jesus‘ disciples by showing 

kindness.  We know that Jesus is like a 

shepherd who cares for us - his sheep, and 

made an I Am Jesus' Little Lamb craft to 

show this.  We recently visited church to 

look at the stained-glass windows, which help 

to tell stories of Jesus' life.  We also 

listened to stories about Jesus‘ miracles:  

how he calmed the seas, when he changed 

the water into wine, and how he told his 

disciples to trust him and cast their fishing 

nets into the sea one more time.  We also 

learned about how he healed a blind man and 

walked on water.  Then we learned about the 

greatest miracle of all:  Jesus' Resurrection.   

 

I hope you had a very Happy Easter and 

enjoyed your vacation!     

 

~ Mrs. Dodson 

 
Pre-K 

 
Pre-K has been very busy since our last 

publication.  During Lent, we discussed what 

we can do to show our love for Jesus.  The 

children made some special promises for 

lent. Some promises were; cleaning up their 

messes at home and school without being 

told, helping a friend, saying thank you to 

Mom, Dad and Jesus each day and trying to 

be the best they can be each and every day. 

In addition, the children practiced for our 

Lenten Prayer Service, which took place on 

Tuesday, March 27th.  It was a great way to 

prepare for Easter! 
 

Celebrating Catholic Schools‘ Week was 

exciting for us.  We wore pajamas to school 

and were treated to Italian ices courtesy of 

HSA on Student Appreciation Day!   Our 

classes were invited to visit with the Author 

too. We enjoyed making Valentine‘s Day 

cards for the Veterans with the fourth 

graders. We wore red white and blue to 

honor the Veterans that day.  The children 

had fun and enjoyed all the activities during 

Catholic Schools‘ week very much.  

 

During the months of January and February 

we talked about the season of winter. We 

read books and discussed many animal 

habitats and learned about hibernation. The 

children were very enthusiastic about 

making their own animal habitat in school. 

They worked hard and the habitats looked 

great! 

 

February was also a month for learning all 

about dental health and making some great 

healthy food choices. Most of the children 
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say they brush their teeth twice a day! They 

know that brushing and eating the right 

choice of snacks keeps their teeth healthy 

and their smile looking great!  

 

Academically, the children have been 

focusing on recognizing and writing their 

first name the school way, the letters of the 

alphabet, numbers 1-10, two and three 

dimensional shapes, and counting to answer 

―How many‖ questions. Thank you for your 

continued help and encouragement at home 

practicing what your child learns in school.   

 

We celebrated Dr. Seuss‘ birthday by 

reading many of his books and then 

completing different activities.  One of our 

favorites was One Fish, Two Fish, Red Fish, 

Blue Fish.  This month we are spending time 

learning about rhyming words. The children 

are becoming great rhyming word 

detectives.  

 

It is so exciting to see the growth in the 

students from September until now. It is 

remarkable how much they are absorbing 

and learning so quickly. We are looking 

forward to the warmer weather and all the 

exciting projects and activities we will be 

doing this spring, including preparing for our 

―Moving Up Ceremony‖. We are always busy 

learning and having fun in Pre-K. 

 

We hope all of our families had a Blessed 

Easter and will have a Happy Spring!  

 

~ Mrs. Lenti 

~ Mrs. Strzepek 

 
 

Kindergarten 

 

It’s Spring! 

 

The children in KL have been very busy 

growing and learning each day.  We have 

been focusing on learning all of our sounds 

through a multi-sensory approach and our 

through the Superkids 

reading program. We 

have met most of the 

characters and I am 

seeing many of my own 

―superkids‖ in my class!  

The children are 

sounding, blending and 

reading words! We are 

sound detectives on a 

reading adventure. We play many phonics 

games—Write and Wipe, Build a Word and 

dictation. We are building a ―sound‖ 

foundation for our future! 

 

The children have listened to many stories, 

both fiction and nonfiction, learning about 

authors, illustrators and learning the setting 

and outlining the plot of the story. We have 

learned about the main character and we 

love making our own stories at the writing 

center during free play.  

 

In GoMath we are learning how to add and 

subtract. We are problem solvers using many 

strategies to discover the answer. We are 

also counting and learning base ten. We use 

many fun items to learn the target skills. 

The children roll dice, play with playing 

cards, Legos, and dominoes. We have to know 

all these standards so we might as well have 

some fun doing so. 
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We live our religion program each day. Our 

KL Lenten Project was 40 

Days of Giving. Every day 

one child brought in a 

gently used clothing or toy 

to donate to those less 

fortunate. We learned 

that God uses our hands 

to do his work—―Actions 

Speak Louder than Words‖. 

 

We listened to many of the stories Jesus 

told and we learned the lessons of loving, 

helping, and forgiveness.  

  

Graduation is around the corner and the 

excitement of preparation will begin in May.  

The time we spend together is a gift and we 

need to slow down to appreciate the 

friendships we have made! 

 

Check out the fun in our kindergarten class 

by following us on Instagram 

@kindergartencreations—over 650 followers 

all over the world and growing each day…                                   
 

 Happy Spring! 

 

~Angela Lazos 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
First Grade 

Spring is in the air for the children of Class 

1M!   

 

We have been doing such a great job 

working, growing, and learning 

together.  Catholic Schools Week was so 

much fun.  The children really enjoyed 

making Valentine 

cards for the 

Veterans with their 

eighth grade buddies. 

They loved wearing 

their pajamas to 

school, watching our 

OLV Shrek play and 

the many other CSW 

activities as well.  In 

February, we celebrated the 100th Day of 

school! The students have been counting the 

school days since the beginning of the school 

year and are continuing to count on to the 

final day of first grade! 1M wrote about how 

they would spend 100 dollars and what they 

could and could not do at the age of 

100. The students also filled out applications 

to be tooth fairy assistants and illustrated 

how they would work with the tooth fairy.    

 

In February we also 

enjoyed learning some 

fun facts about 

famous American 

presidents like how 

Abe Lincoln kept 

important notes in his 

tall hat and how 

George Washington 

had the first false 

teeth! Sharing in 



 

12 

 

special moments like watching Dr. Martin 

Luther King, Jr.‘s speech on video was a very 

powerful moment for our class. 

 

They are very excited to share their Lucky 

Family projects that they have been working 

on at home this month.  In writing, they are 

working on How to Make a Leprechaun Trap, 

Wanted Ads, and Make a Wish Shamrocks 

for the many people they love 

 

In religion we focused on the season of 

Lent.  Children worked hard on their Turn 

their Heart to God project.  They had to 

come up with 

something 

they would 

fast, a 

prayer they 

would say 

often, and 

how they 

would give or help at home.  We also broke a 

Lenten chain each morning and said an extra 

prayer for whatever is read.  

 

They are learning many different strategies 

on how to solve math problems as well as the 

importance of ten and knowing their 

doubles.  The 100 frame has also been 

introduced and patterns are becoming 

apparent.  Students made their own name 

patterns on their 100 board. Awesome job! 

 

Our Superkids reading 

program has really 

been helping us 

become better 

readers and 

spellers.  Students 

look forward to 

hearing and reading about their character 

friends.   We are almost up to ―More 

Adventures with the Superkids,‖ which is 

exciting. 

 

We recently 

made a ―Wall of 

Fame‖ bulletin 

board where we 

celebrate work 

the boys and 

girls do during 

their 

independent time that truly shows their 

best efforts. 

 

The children really love making their own 

stories and creating 3d projects in small 

groups during their free time.  They 

constantly amaze me with their creations 

and how they build on their ideas together. 

We are looking forward to presenting at our 

Thankful Thursday performance in April.   

 

Happy Easter from 1M! 

 

Sincerely, 

~ Donna Masetti 
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Second Grade 

 

Happy Spring!  

 

The second graders began the New Year by 

welcoming two new students Jennifer 

Gulliver and Sofia Luebcke to our OLV 

family. We are so glad you joined us! 

 

January was a very busy month for us in 

second grade! We began the New Year by 

performing the Thankful Thursday assembly 

for the school. At the assembly, the second 

graders 

shared 

information 

about the 

Seasons of 

the Church 

Year. They 

finished 

their 

presentation by singing ―Seasons of 

Love.‖  What a beautiful job they did!  The 

children received the Sacrament of First 

Reconciliation at the end of January. The 

children were wonderful and were so excited 

as they received their second sacrament.  

The following day we began Catholic Schools 

Week. It was great to see so many families 

during this week, enjoying the Spirit that is 

alive here at OLV. Some of the highlights of 

the week for the children were making 

Valentine‘s Cards for the Veterans with 

their seventh grade friends, wearing 

pajamas on Pajama Day and getting to make 

Sage puppets, and sports jerseys on Jersey 

Day.  They also enjoyed the many other 

CSW activities. 

In February we celebrated the 100th Day of 

School and Valentine‘s Day/Mardi Gras. The 

second graders enjoyed decorating their 100 

Days Smarter crowns and wearing 

accessories for 

Valentine‘s Day 

or Mardi Gras. 

Each class had 

fun finding 100 

Starburst in 

their classroom 

and using a place 

value chart to make sure they had all 100!  

In Math, we have been busy learning to 

count money and tell time. The students 

enjoyed identifying coins and counting money 

amounts; Telling time was fun. We learned to 

tell time to the nearest hour, half hour, 

quarter hour and five minutes. This gave 

children even more practice counting by 

fives.  

 

In ELA, the students continue to work with 

the Superkids program.  They are becoming 

more fluent and confident readers. We are 

now in the next book The Superkids Take 
Off.  We are practicing many different 

skills such 

as 

identifying 

the setting 

of the 

story, 

recognizing 

character traits, sequencing, making 

predictions and drawing conclusions. We are 

working on our writing skills. We know that a 

paragraph has a topic or main idea sentence, 

detail sentences and a conclusion sentence. 

The students enjoyed learning to write 

alliterations and similes. 
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The students are learning to write in 

cursive. We are working on the lowercase 

letters first and then we‘ll focus on the 

uppercase letters. As with learning any new 

skill, practice is important. The students 

love learning to write in cursive and are 

doing an awesome job with it! 

 

In Social Studies, we have learned about 

what life was like for the earliest 

Americans. From the time of the colonists, 

through Western Expansion we got to see 

how different things were back then. By 

playing the game The Oregon Trail, we were 

able to simulate the hardships that were 

felt in our country at that time. The second 

graders recently did a group research 

project where they chose different national 

landmarks and learned where they are 

located and how they were created.  

 

In Science, we studied fossils and dinosaurs. 

The students enjoyed being paleontologists 

as they did a cookie fossil dig. Students 

worked with a partner to research a 

dinosaur and of their choice. They did a 

wonderful job on their projects. We are 

currently studying matter.   

 

In Religion, the second graders are learning 

that we 

are all 

united to 

Jesus and 

to one 

another. 

They 

have learned about the importance of the 

Mass and are learning about the parts of the 

Liturgy of the Word and the Liturgy of the 

Eucharist. They are preparing to receive 

their First Holy Communion and cannot wait 

for this special day. 

   

We are looking forward to the Spring and all 

the fun activities that are upcoming as the 

year winds down. 

 

We hope you and your families had a joyous 

Easter season! 

 

~ Ms. Conboy  

~ Mrs. Burgess 
 

 
 

Third Grade 
 

The third grade is enjoying 2018! We have 

been having lots of fun and learning a lot. 

We had a great Catholic Schools Week and 

Open House, too! We were very proud to 

show everyone all the fun projects we have 

done, including our Awesome American 

Biography Project and our news articles 

describing third grade. Catholic Schools 

Week was a blast!  One highlight was getting 

to meet Timothy Bellavia who spoke to us 

about his career and some of the different 

books he has published.  It was so 

interesting to discuss and learn about his 

writing process, as well as the process of 

illustrating his books. We especially loved 

learning about his book, We Are All the 

Same Inside and were excited by the 

opportunity to design our own Sage dolls. 

Everyone participated and our designs were 

entered in a contest. It was so much fun to 

see everybody‘s completed drawings! 
 

In class we also loved reading so many 

interesting stories from our reader, 

Journeys.  We enjoy it because it has 
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allowed us to build our reading 

comprehension skills as well as many other 

valuable skills. We continue to learn all about 

grammar and spelling and work on phonics 

during ELA. The interactive Smart Board 

lessons and games make it even more fun! 

 

In Math, we have learned all about division, 

area and perimeter, and are currently 

working hard to master fractions. We love 

watching fun Brain Pop videos, playing math 

games, playing 

Smart Board 

games and 

solving tricky 

problems 

when we work 

in groups. We have been practicing using our 

―Diamond‖ graphic organizer to solve word 

problems and we just love working with the 

iPads. We are looking forward to learning 

more about geometry and solving 

measurement word problems. 

 

In Social Studies, we have been learning a 

lot about different communities, the special 

people who make up their communities and 

their many cultures. We have also enjoyed 

learning about different cultures and how we 

celebrate them. During Christmas, each 

student had the opportunity to share their 

family‘s Christmas traditions and how their 

family‘s cultures have influenced the way 

they celebrate. It was fascinating to learn 

all the different customs and traditions and 

about all the different countries they 

originate. 

More 

recently, 

we had the 

opportunity 

to create and present our own timelines! We 

had so much fun thinking about all the 

wonderful events of our lives and sharing 

them with the class! In addition, we have 

been learning about our community‘s 

environment, communities in different 

regions, their climate, natural resources and 

ways to conserve our natural resources. We 

look forward to starting our next unit on the 

many places where communities start and 

their histories.  

 

In Science, the third grade has been digging 

deeper into the many aspects of life science 

and physical science. We enjoyed learning 

about animals and how animals adapt to their 

habitats. We discovered the many behaviors 

of animals that are vital for survival, as well 

as some physical adaptations of various 

animals. We explored 

how blubber allows 

animals like the polar 

bear to live in the cold, 

icy Arctic. We tested 

our ‗Crisco gloves‘ to see 

firsthand how the fat 

helped keep our hands warm in icy water, 

similar to the blubber on polar bears.  We 

really enjoyed doing research on endangered 

animals, too. We started learning about 

matter and practiced measuring matter. We 

were able to measure volume and mass of 

many different objects. We are looking 

forward to learning more about how force 

moves objects and how friction affects 

objects. As always, we love participating in 

labs and watching Brain Pop videos to help us 

understand so many topics.  

 

Religion has been a blast. We had a great 

third grade Mass in January and the whole 
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school loved our rendition of ―I Want to 

Walk as a Child of the Light.‖ We love our 

visits to the church and meeting with Father 

Tom. During Lent, we renewed our 

relationship with God and the Church as we 

celebrated the Sacrament of Reconciliation. 

We have learned about the different parts 

of the Church year as we celebrate each 

season. We have also learned about the 

Church in our unit of study and recognize 

that we are all important members of the 

Church.  We were blessed to celebrate 

Jesus‘ Resurrection on Easter and we look 

forward to SPRING! 

       

Happy Spring!     

  

~ Mrs. Zaldivar  

~ Mrs. Ruggiero 

 

 
 

Fourth Grade 
 

The 2017-2018 school year has been full of 

fascinating experiences for our 4th graders! 

 

When we last wrote for Victory Voice, we 

were preparing for Christmas.  Our Advent 

ceremonies were meaningful and thought-

provoking, as we tried to envision ourselves 

back in the time of Jesus‘ birth. 

 

Catholic Schools Week is always so much 

fun!  We loved every special event of the 

week, from Pajama Day to the author visit, 

to making Valentines for Vets with our Pre-K 

friends, we enjoyed it all! 

 

Did you know that half way between the 

beginning of kindergarten and the end of 8th 

grade is in the middle of 4th grade!  Well, 

coming half way to graduation is a reason to 

celebrate!  Our Half-Way to Graduation 

party was on February 16th.  We celebrated 

with diplomas and a pizza party.  We are now 

ready for our second half of our OLV years! 

 

In class, we are diligently preparing for the 

upcoming New York State assessments in 

ELA, Math and Science. 

 

In ELA we are reading stories of many 

different genres.  One of our favorites was 

a science-fiction play, ―Invasion from Mars‖ 

based on Orson Welles‘ ―War of the 

Worlds.‖  We did some time-travel to try to 

envision ourselves back in 1938…would we 

have believed that Martians had landed in a 

field in New Jersey? 

 

We are also practicing our writing skills by 

thoroughly answering extended response 

questions, citing details from the stories to 

support our answers.  Using more 

sophisticated sentences with colorful 

adjectives is what we are striving for. 

 

4th grade math takes what we have already 

learned about fractions, and expands upon it.  

Now we are finding factors and multiples, 

finding least common denominators, and 

adding and subtracting fractions with like 

and unlike denominators.  We made our own 

pizza pies with all different toppings, then 

found the equivalent fractions! 

 

In Science, we have moved from Life 

Science to Physical Science.  We are working 

on measuring matter, force and motion and 

magnetism and electricity. 
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In Social Studies, we have learned about the 

Dutch colony of New Netherland, and how it 

became the British colony of New York.  We 

will soon be studying how the British colony 

of New York became the state of New York. 

 

Our Religion lessons have included the 

Liturgical Year, the Spiritual and Corporal 

Works of Mercy, and the Ten 

Commandments.  As we learn about each 

commandment, we write about what it means 

to us and how it relates to our lives. 

 

4th Grade hopes everyone had a very Happy 

Easter! 

 

~ Mrs. Kelly and Miss O‘Mara 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Fifth Grade 

 

Hello from the fifth grade! 

 

It has been a busy fall and winter here at 

OLV; Our fifth grade students are 

continuing to work hard! 

In Religion classes we are continuing to 

focus on our study of the seven sacraments. 

We are journeying through Lent and 

focusing on doing Penance, doing good works 

and prayer. Students received the 

sacrament of Reconciliation during Lent as a 

group with Fr. Tom and Fr. Sullivan. Fifth 

graders are also attending Stations of the 

Cross weekly with the older students and 

are reflecting on the great sacrifice Jesus 

made for us. 

 

During the month of February, Grade 5 

students presented their ―Dear America‖ 

reports. This assignment required students 

to read a book from the Dear America or My 
Name is America series. The exciting part 

was rewriting our original report into a ‗first 

person‘ presentation and visiting OLV in 

costumes with props! Our visitors were 

soldiers, survivors of the Titanic, 

ballplayers, lighthouse keepers, Red Cross 

workers, slaves, explorers, miners, Cherokee 

Native, Jewish immigrants, prairie girls and 

witnesses to American Wars.  One thing all 

these ―guests‖ had in common was hard work 

and perseverance!  

 

Shortly we will begin reading Esperanza 
Rising, a realistic fiction selection that 

traces one girl‘s journey from a privileged 

life in Mexico to the migrant farms of 

California. This adventure will inspire us all 

to ‗keep the faith! 

 

In ELA,  students are continuing their 

development of reading skills...using text 

features, finding text evidence, author‘s 

point of view, content specific vocabulary, 

and researching, as we use Storyworks 

magazine, a fifth grade favorite! We have 

recently completed reading a non-fiction 

article, ―The Great Halifax Explosion of 

1917‖, supported by actual news footage and 
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examining primary sources.  In the paired-

texts feature we were introduced to the 

very real invasion of deadly sea creatures 

that are taking over the world‘s 

oceans…jellyfish! Believe it or not, one way 

to keep jellyfish from taking over the 

oceans – eat them! (Jellyfish salad, jellyfish 

ice cream, jellyfish chips) 

 

In Math we have learned to add, subtract, 

multiply and divide decimals. We created 

restaurant menus and receipts for 

customers using this skill.  In a world where 

many money transactions are done 

electronically, our fifth graders realize the 

importance of balancing accounts and 

estimating costs before spending! Students 

are now working with fractions. Please be on 

the lookout for information regarding the 

Mathematician‘s Expedition coming soon. 

 

In Social Studies, we continue to move along 

the time line of American History as our 

original 13 colonies form, soon to begin their 

quest for independence. Currently we are 

researching and presenting information 

about the lives of American women, 

American presidents, and Black Americans 

who have made a positive impact in our 

world. Stop by and visit our finished 

products soon! 

 

OLV is the place to be!   
 

Happy Spring! Hoping everyone had a happy 

Easter!  

 

~Mrs. Heilmann 

 

 

 

 

 
5th Grade Math 

In Math we have learned to add, subtract, 

multiply and divide decimals. We created 

restaurant menus and receipts for 

customers using this skill.  In a world where 

many money transactions are done 

electronically, our fifth graders realize the 

importance of balancing accounts and 

estimating costs before spending! Students 

are now working with fractions. Please be on 

the lookout for information regarding the 

Mathematician‘s Expedition coming soon. 
 

~ Mrs. Schneider 

 
 

Sixth Grade 

6S 
 

Hello from 6S! We can‘t believe that it is 

already March.  We have had so many great 

events over the past few months.  We 

presented the Nativity Pageant, had an 

amazing CSW, where we met the Bishop as 

he cheered us on during Sports Night and 

had the 6th grade Mass which fell on Ash 

Wednesday. I heard many beautiful 

compliments on our meditation song, Led By 

the Spirit. We are also heading to our book 

fair this week, which all the kids are so 

excited for.  Along with all these fun 

activities we have been working hard in class 

preparing for our upcoming state exams. 
 

In Math we have been working hard on our 

new unit of Algebra.  This unit is very 

important because it is a glimpse of what 

the students will be working on in math 
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during the upcoming years. We are now 

learning how to solve variables by using 

inverse operations with fractions, decimals 

and whole numbers.  We are also in the 

process of reviewing and practicing for our 

upcoming New York State exam which takes 

place in the beginning of May.  Please be on 

the lookout for information regarding the 

Mathematician‘s Expedition coming soon. 
 

In Religion we continue to examine the 

stories of the Old Testament.  We are 

learning about the prophets that God has 

sent to help guide his people on their path to 

Salvation.  It helps us to remember that God 

is always with us and sending us messages.  

It is up to us to be willing and open to 

receive these messages.  Additionally, it 

helps us to see that we are never alone and 

that God is always with us even in the worst 

of times.   

 

Every Friday during the Lenten Season, we 

continued to walk with Jesus on his journey 

to death by attending the Stations of the 

Cross at the church. 
 

In Social Studies we are working our way 

through time and learning about Ancient 

Civilizations in Asia. As students learned 

about the ancient Chinese dynasties they 

also learned to write their name in Chinese 

hieroglyphics.  As we explore this area 

students are enjoying learning about the 

different types of religions that are in Asia.   

 

Our next unit will help us learn about the 

Mediterranean Empires.  They are excited 

to learn about Greek Mythology and will be 

assigned a project in which they will learn 

about a specific God or Goddess.  Over the 

next few months we will continue to learn 

about the different ancient civilizations.  

The students are extremely excited about 

our upcoming field trip to Medieval Times.  

Information will be sent home soon. 

The 6th grade is also very excited about 

getting their Chromebooks. These will be 

such a great addition to our classrooms and 

will help to enhance our learning. 
 

~ Mrs. Schneider 

 

 

6V 

 

Hello from Sixth Grade! 
 

As we are making our way through the school 

year, the sixth graders have been delving 

deeper into their studies. 
 

In Science, the sixth grade students 

completed a culminating project to cap off 

their unit on genetics. Students were asked 

to create a creature using traits that were 

selected with the flip of a coin. The 

students then discovered which traits their 

creatures would inherit from their creature 

parents based on the probability of 

dominant and recessive traits. Students 

used their artistic abilities to illustrate 

their creatures and lastly, created a dating 

profile for their creatures to enter the 

world and continue to keep their species 

alive. These projects were displayed during 

Catholic Schools‘ week and they were a big 

hit and showcased the students‘ abilities to 

combine skills they have learned across 

multiple subjects. The students are now 

switching gears as they begin to learn about 

the diversity of plants and how essential 

they are to the environment. 
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Fifth grade students are learning about all 

the stuff that makes up everything - that‘s 

matter! The students learned that 

everything, even themselves are made up of 

matter. They recently completed a lab 

where they had to make predictions when 

vinegar was added to water and baking soda. 

The students made their predictions based 

on inferences made of their knowledge of 

chemical properties and reactions. The next 

chapter will have students studying about 

how the Earth is constantly changing every 

single day. 
 

In Social Studies, our class has been 

continuing to trek across the globe and learn 

about ancient civilizations. Using their prior 

knowledge of what archaeologists do, 

students are learning about how 

advancements in technology, architecture, 

art, and literature are still impacting their 

world today. The students have already 

learned about Ancient Egypt, Ancient China, 

and the subcontinent of India. The next unit 

will have the students traveling to the 

various Mediterranean Empires. 

 

In religion, students are progressing 

through more of the Old Testament. The 

sixth graders prepared a beautiful Ash 

Wednesday mass and attended Stations of 

the Cross every Friday during the Lenten 

season. 

 

~ Ms. Varrassi 

 
 

Grade 6 ELA 
 

Grade 6 students are focusing on the 

upcoming NYS ELA test scheduled for early 

April. We continue to work on finding the 

main idea, including supportive details, 

finding text evidence, summarizing, making 

inferences, establishing author‘s purpose, 

etc. 

 

We have recently completed our class 

reading of Hatchet.  This award-winning 

contemporary classic is the survival story 

with which all others are compared—and a 

page-turning, heart-stopping adventure, 

recipient of the Newbery Honor. We loved 

it! Gary Paulsen, the author, does such a 

great job using figurative language, that we 

were all impressed. For a culminating activity 

project, students created board games, 

survival guides for the wilderness, dioramas 

and journals, all based upon the plot of 
Hatchet.  

 

A great job done by one and all!! 

 

~Mrs. Heilmann 
 

 
 

Seventh and Eighth Grades 
 

7th and 8th Grade ELA 
 

7th Grade ELA 

 

Seventh graders began the second semester 

reading Edgar Allan Poe‘s terrifying work of 

genius, ―The Tell-tale Heart‖. Students 

moved on from reading narratives, to writing 

their own short stories. Groups of students 

worked on chain writing stories that were 

then presented to their classmates. Paul 

Zindel, well-known for writing novels that 

explore the diverse lifestyles of teenagers, 
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was the chosen author for this trimester.  

―The Pigman‖, written in 1968, was read and 

enjoyed by the seventh grade classes.  

Students liked analyzing and comparing the 

teenage characters in the novel to the teens 

of today. Writing a good story involves 

prewriting, drafting, revising and editing and 

proofreading. Students have also worked on 

improving their paragraphs through 

organization and transitional words and 

phrases. Currently, students are working to 

write effective essays which begin with 

writing a strong thesis statement. I am 

constantly amazed at the beautiful works 

that have come from my students! 
 

8th Grade ELA 

 

Students in eighth grade have gone from 

reading about tensions between ―Socials‖ 

and ―Greasers‖ in the 1960s in the novel 

―The Outsiders‖ to racial tensions that took 

place between blacks and whites in ―To Kill a 

Mockingbird‖ in the 1930s. Through all of 

the problems that existed in both novels, 

students realized that good people did exist. 

Characters like Atticus Finch and Ponyboy 

Curtis had a profound effect on students as 

they came to realize the impact each of us 

can and should have on the world. Poems by 

Ted Kooser and Gary Soto were introduced, 

analyzed, and enjoyed by the students. 

Students chose songs and poems to share 

and evaluate, with some even writing their 

own! Speeches by Martin Luther King, Jr. 

were also incorporated into the curriculum. 

Students continue to hone their writing 

skills and vocabulary proficiency, as well. It 

has been a pleasure teaching such a talented 

group of young adults. 
 

 

~Mrs. McGovern 

 

 
7th and 8th Grade Math 

 

7th grade Math 

 

The seventh grade students are deepening 

their understanding of ratios and 

proportional relationships by solving a 

variety of percent problems. They can 

convert between fractions, decimals, and 

percent to further develop a conceptual 

understanding of percent, and use algebraic 

expressions and equations to solve multi-

step percent problems.   Students are 

solving problems without a calculator to 

develop an understanding of the reasoning 

underlying the calculations. 

 

8th Grade Math 
 
Our eighth grade Math students are in the 

middle of the Geometry unit, and we are 

learning that geometry is just ―plane‖ fun!  

Students have learned about translations, 

reflections, and rotations in the plane and, 

more importantly, how to use them to 

precisely define the concept of 

congruence.  We will learn about the angle 

relationships that are formed when two 

parallel lines are cut by a transversal.  As we 

complete our Geometry unit, we will be 

exploring the applications of the 

Pythagorean Theorem. 
 

Algebra 

 

Our eighth grade Algebra students are 

approaching the home stretch on the way to 

the Regents Exam in June.  Exponential 

growth and decay are the basis for our 
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study of exponential functions. We have 

been investigating the properties of powers 

and radical expressions. We have learned 

how to perform operations with radical and 

rational expressions.  In the coming weeks 

we will study a variety of ways to solve 

quadratic functions and apply what we have 

learned to analyzing real world problems. 

 

~ Mrs. Anna Sullivan 
 

 
 

7th and 8th Grade Religion 

7F and 7M 

 
7th Grade Religion 

 

Seventh graders continue their journey 

towards the Sacrament of Confirmation 

they will celebrate in the eighth grade. We 

have learned about the many portions of 

Jesus‘ life on earth. Gospels of Matthew and 

Luke, the infancy narratives, have been 

explored. Students are coming to fully 

understand the Real Presence of Jesus 

Christ in the Eucharist and that the 

Eucharist is, in fact, the center of our 

Catholic Church. We have studied the 

Beatitudes as a way to truly live as Jesus‘ 

disciples every day. We are so fortunate to 

have Father Sullivan visit our class weekly to 

share his insights and answer any questions 

we have. Students also attended Stations of 

the Cross each Friday during the Lenten 

Season.  

 

~Mr. Forcina and Mrs. McGovern 

 
8Mc Grade Religion 

 

The 8th Grade students have been busy 

completing their requirements for the 

reception of the Sacrament of Confirmation.  

These include a service project and 

reflections on the Gospels of Advent, 

Christmas and Ordinary time.  This past 

January, the classes participated in a 

Confirmation retreat at OLV. 

 

The 8th grade also regularly attends a 

special Religion class with Father Sullivan.  

The children come away from this enjoyable 

class with a deeper understanding and 

appreciation of their Catholic faith.  

 

~ Mrs. McAloon 

 

8S Grade Religion 

 

Our eighth grade Religion classes are very 

excited about Confirmation on April 19.  We 

have spent much time preparing for this 

special event. We have focused our time 

during Lent learning to ―Give up, Give in, and 

Give Out‖ in order to truly be one of God‘s 

children.  On Fridays, we have been listening 

to and participating in the Stations of the 

Cross at church with our classmates. At the 

end of March, we will also be going to 

confession.  We have also been learning a 

great deal about the history of the Catholic 

Church, and the trials and tribulations it has 

experienced throughout the centuries.  

 

The OLV 8th graders have participated in 

the Respect Life Youth Contest.  We are 

excited to announce these finalists have 

been chosen from OLV in the following 

categories:  
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  Patrick Logan  Essay 

Lauren Dodson  Poetry 

          Anna Rodgers  Photography 

Aerin Bernardo  Bookmark 

          Taylor Liverpool  Video 

 

On March 21, an Awards Ceremony was to be 

held at Holy Trinity High School.  On this 

night, first, second and third place winners 

were to be announced and awarded Respect 

Life Office scholarships in all categories.  A 

snow storm got in the way of the evening, 

but did not damper our pride for these 

students! 

 

I hope the students are enjoying their time 

here as much as I am.  I look forward to 

spring! 

  

~ Mrs. Anna Sullivan 
 

 

 
 

7th and 8th Grade Science 
 

The 7th Grade is currently studying the 

Periodic Table of the elements while the 8th 

Grade Living Environment classes are 

beginning a unit on genetics.  Both grades 

regularly participate in labs at the 

explorelearning.com website.  Explore 

Learning offers online science experiences 

which are aligned to the latest NYS 

standards.   

 

They are both interesting and educational!   

 

~ Mrs. McAloon 

 
 

 

 

 
 

7th and 8th Grade Social Studies 
 

7th Grade Social Studies 

 

The 7th Grade Students continued their 

journey through United States History 

during the second trimester.  At the onset 

of the second trimester the students were 

studying the colonial period including the 

way society was broken up.  Students soon 

analyzed the French & Indian War and the 

outcomes of that war, including the taxes 

passed by the British that eventually lead to 

the American Revolution.  The students have 

studied the Declaration of Independence as 

well as the American Revolution.  The last 

part of the second trimester was spent 

studying the American Constitution, the 

structure of the United States Government, 

and our first President, George Washington.  

Students will begin the third trimester with 

the study of Thomas Jefferson and end on 

the American Civil War. 

 

8th Grade Social Studies  

 

The 8th grade Students are continuing their 

journey through United States History.  At 

the beginning of the second trimester the 

8th grade students were studying the 

Spanish-American War and the Progressive 

Era.  Following the Progressive Era, the 

students learned about the horrors of 

World War One, including what trench 

warfare was like, and the Roaring Twenties.  

The last topic for the second trimester was 

the study of the Great Depression.  

Students debated the success of the New 

Deal when dealing with the Great Depression 
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and the effects of the New Deal on the lives 

of everyday Americans.  The students will 

begin the third trimester by studying World 

War Two and will finish their studies of the 

United States on the present day United 

States. 
 

~ Mr. Forcina  

 

 

 
Art 

 

It has been an exciting second trimester in 

the art classroom!  We have been very busy 

creating artwork with new and interesting 

supplies, skills and techniques.  The first 

graders have been creating a lot of artwork, 

and are currently learning about 

architecture.  The second and third graders 

have been creating paintings inspired by 

Disney artist Mary Blair, which has been so 

colorful and exciting!  The fourth and fifth 

graders have been sewing their own winter 

mittens! They learned how to create their 

own pattern, cut fabric, thread a needle and 

tie knots. The sixth graders just finished 

mystery projects inspired by the way our 

memory works, and are now starting a unit 

on Greek art.  The seventh grade has 

started weaving, and we love it!  They are 

also engaged in an art history research 

project, which they will be presenting to the 

class.  The eighth grade has been busy 

creating Olympic-inspired medals!  We are 

using metalworking techniques for the 

medal, and weaving the ―straps‖.   

 

I am so excited to see how all of these 

projects turn out, and look forward to the 

third trimester!      ~ Miss L. Kiedaisch 

 
 

~  

 
 

Computer Technology 
 

 

Life in the Computer Lab 
 

 

Nursery & Pre-K 

Students in Nursery and Pre-K are enjoying 

their weekly classroom visits with the iPads.  

We created their very own folder of games 

and activities but it hasn‘t stopped them 

from exploring other available apps. 

Curiosity opens the door for exploration 

which leads to discovery in the most 

unexpected ways.  Since children don‘t think 

like us, they make up their own rules when 

discovering unfamiliar apps. As a matter of 

fact, it was through discovery that they 

figured out how to take pictures without the 

official iPad camera app.  Lately, it‘s become 

all the rage! We‘ll continue playing, exploring 

and discovering with the iPads throughout 

the year.  

 
Kindergarten and First Grade 

Students in Mrs. 

Lazos‘s kindergarten 

class and Mrs. 

Massetti‘s first 

grade class think the 

Computer Lab is all 

fun and games.  It is … in a good way, thanks 

to the hundreds of educational games 

available to them on sites like ABCya!, 

PBSKids, MathPlayground and others.  My 
job is finding engaging activities that 
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increase learning and, if possible, match 

whatever‘s going on in their classroom, 

season, or holiday.  Their job is following 

directions and completing the assignment. 

The reward should be a sense of 

accomplishment and pride but, to them it‘s 

all about playing the games they enjoy most, 

which is fine with me. A big thanks to Mrs. 

Hnath for assisting with the 

kindergarteners.   

  
2nd grade 

The second graders have been routinely 

typing their spelling words and putting them 

in ABC order in a web app called 

―Alphabetize It! found on ABCya!  We begin 

when everyone is ready and I say, ―Ready, 

set, go‖.  Competition has proven to be a 

great motivator!  I‘m seeing major 

improvements in speed and ability so we‘re 

moving onto Microsoft Word where they will 

practice formatting their spelling words 

with different font styles, colors and sizes.  

Challenging them to color specific letter 

patterns or irregularities in words could 

prove to be a great study tool.  We‘ll see 

how it goes.  Students also enjoy practicing 

their coding skills on www.code.org and math 

skills on multiplication.com.   

 
3rd grade 

The third graders are learning how to 

navigate to specific places within a Word 

document using the keyboard.  Why?  

Practice!  Students are following multi-step 

instructions, using the directional keys on 

the keyboard and practicing the art of 

highlighting text which is half the battle!. 

The blinking cursor is the key to knowing 

your location in a document so reinforcing 

the cursor‘s importance (and existence!), by 

using the Home, End and Arrow (←↑↓→) keys 

will hopefully give 

them a good 

starting point to 

solving problems.  

To give activities a 

game-like appeal, I 

created worksheets 

with multiple lines 

of text (in our case, we used the Our Father 

and Hail Mary which we prayed before 

class).  Each worksheet contained 10 sets of 

instructions (like 7 right, 2 down, End, 4 

left) that students followed until they 

landed on a word.  Their job was to format 

words with specific attributes like bold, 

underline, or italicize. Anyone who finished 

quickly was challenged to UNdo all the 

formatting they just did!  I think it's 

challenging and they think it‘s fun!  Hooray!  

 
4th 

The fourth graders have been exploring the 

world of copy and paste - literally.  Copying 

text into the 

computer‘s memory and 

pasting it in another 

place (like Google 

Earth) is a hard 

concept.  Think of it.  

You select a word and 

copy it to the clipboard 

(Ctrl + C is just one option students learn) 

but how do you know it worked? That‘s 

where the paste command comes in.  To 

make it challenging, interesting, fun (and 

enduring!), I created a worksheet in 

Microsoft Word with coordinates to unusual 

locations.  Students copied each coordinate 

into Google Earth (which required them to 

toggle between two programs) and identified 

http://www.code.org/
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what they found (batman symbol, hippos 

swimming).  Additionally, students were 

challenged to identify the location of the 

city, country, continent, or body of water it 

was located in by zooming in and out within 

Google Earth. Students had the option of 

working together and really enjoyed 

exploring our beautiful earth while learning a 

LOT of geography.   

 
5th 

OLV fifth graders have mainly been working 

in Microsoft Powerpoint on integrated 

projects for both me and Mrs. Heilmann.  

Mastering PowerPoint takes lots of practice 

but students need motivation! No one beats 

Mrs. Heilmann when it comes to meaningful 

assignments like the ABC States, Famous 

Persons and ―Dear America‖ projects.  Each 

requires students to research facts and find 

pictures. That alone, gives me the 

opportunity to teach effective keyword 

searches (to find meaningful information 

quickly), how to copy and paste between 

programs (Ctrl+C and V), how to capture 

parts of an image with the Windows Snipping 

Tool (best tool ever!), how to crop and 

recolor images (removing the white 

background is invaluable) and adhere to 

copyright laws (URL‘s are required for all 

pictures).  Students gain a wealth of 

technical knowledge while learning 

Geography and History AND they enjoy 

doing it.  Ding, ding, ding! 

 

6th 

The sixth graders are 

working hard on their 

recycling project.  

Each student is 

responsible for 

researching and personifying an item made 

from either paper, plastic, metal or glass.  

They are working in Microsoft Powerpoint to 

create original characters and settings, and 

will learn how to animate so their story 

comes to life!  Students are designing entire 

rooms, complete with kitchen cabinets, 

appliances and furniture, all with simple 

shapes and formatting options! The level of 

detail is pretty amazing and gives students a 

chance to play the role of designer and 

architect.  Additionally, students are 

provided the opportunity to experience the 

entire editorial and production process, 

including what it's like to be an author, 

director, illustrator, animator, researcher, 

and presenter.  Next up is research. I 

provided educational, emotional, and 

inspiring videos to motivate and inspire 

them. Their stories premiere in June and 

classes are invited to the cafeteria to enjoy 

the show.  Parents are welcome too! 

 

7th 

The seventh graders just finished a unit on 

Plagiarism & are beginning to learn a 

scripting language called JavaScript with 

the help of resources found on Khan 

Academy (khanacademy.org).  We‘re starting 

with programming basics which includes 

drawing and coloring basic shapes and 

arranging them in the workspace (a good 

reason to understand X and Y values!)  They 

already have experience drawing, coloring, 

and resizing objects in Microsoft Powerpoint 

and Google Slides.  Now they will experience 

what it‘s like behind the commands they so 

effortlessly choose from the menus. :) 

Programming is challenging so, therefore, 

hits the highest realms of computational 

thinking, in addition to the not-so-obvious 
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but oh-so-important things like, 

perseverance, problem solving, and the fact 

that your program won‘t run unless your 

spelling and punctuation are 100% accurate!   

 
8th 

The 8th graders are working on their Digital 

Memory Books using Google Slides.  They are 

in the process of completing the next two 

pages, which focuses on them.  I‘m using my 

former PC Magazine Labs experience to run 

this project like a publication and it‘s 

working wonderfully. Each class starts with 

an informal meeting where we discuss where 

we are and where we‘re going.  Then 

students begin playing multiple roles, like 

author, page designer and editor to get the 

job done.  In the meantime, they are 

discovering their interests, talents, 

strengths and weaknesses. Templates and 

instructions are provided via Google 

Classroom and students work independently 

on different facets of the project, which 

includes searching the web for their 

favorite sports teams, TV shows, actors and 

actresses and formatting them with 

different borders, backgrounds, fonts, color 

effects, image modifications, animations, 

and anything else that comes to their 

creative minds.  I love that it teaches them 

project management, teamwork, and 

responsibility, in addition to the pride felt 

for a job well done.   

 

That‘s all for now.  Enjoy Spring when it 

finally gets here! 

 

~Mrs. Delaney 

 

 

Español 

 

The school year has been ―flying‖ we have 

been learning and having fun at the same 

time.  

 

The students from 4th grade have been 

working in learning how to greet their 

classmates, family members and adults. They 

have also been working on the Spanish 

calendar; the seasons, the months, the days 

of the week and expressions. It has been 

fun learning about the calendar because we 

sing a song for each theme.  

 

The 5th grade class has been working on 

classroom objects and classroom commands. 

They are currently working in making their 

own Spanish classroom and labeling all the 

classroom objects in Spanish.  

 

The 6th grades classes have been working 

with adjectives, personal and physical 

descriptions the verbs ―ser‖ (to be) and 

―tener‖(to have). They worked in a class 

project in which they worked with a partner. 

They traced a body and gave that body a 

personality using all the vocabulary and verb 

that they have been learning.  

 

The 7th grades classes worked on the food 

vocabulary, definite and indefinite articles. 

Students were amazed and had fun when 

they found out that everything in Spanish 

has a gender. Definite and indefinite articles 

helped them find out whether the noun was 

masculine or feminine, singular or plural.  

 

The 8th grades classes learned about the 

indoor activities and have also worked very 

hard with conjugating irregular verbs. 
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Irregular verbs are the craziest verbs we 

have in Spanish because they do not follow a 

pattern which means that students have to 

learn and remember how to conjugate the 

specific verb and use it in a sentence 

correctly. One of the most exciting things 

this Trimester is that 8th grade have been 

working with their Pen Pals from St. Thomas 

the Apostle School. They write letters back 

and forth in Spanish. Students get very 

excited when they receive letters and they 

do the best that they can to write back. 

This is one exciting moment in our class a 

well. 
 

It has been a challenging Trimester but with 

God‘s help we have made it to the end of it! 

It has been a blessing being part of OLV 

school!!! I can‘t wait to see what the Third 

Trimester has in store for us! 
 

Gracias, 

~ Sra. Moore 
 

 
 

Library News 
 

The love of reading is one of the most 

important gifts you can share with your 

children.  In the library we continue to 

foster literacy, playing a major role in a 

student's success in school and life.  Daily 

reading helps students strengthen their 

critical thinking and communication skills 

while expanding their vocabulary and general 

knowledge base.  Let us always continue to 

ENCOURAGE READING. 

 

We are all anxiously waiting for spring.  I 

hope all had a joyful Easter! 

 

~ Mrs. Donnelly 

 

 
 

Music 
 

Listen! 
 

Forget for a few moments the science, the 

math, the written word, the history! Just 

close your eyes and listen! Try it just for 30 

seconds. What do you hear? Traffic? The 

whoosh of skis going down the slopes? 

Children playing? Background music at a 

party? What is causing the sound? (Science) 

What is the rhythm of the sound? (Math) 

What can you say about the sound? (ELA) 

What is happening during that sound? 

(Social Studies). My job as a music teacher 

and a musician is to hone my craft according 

to what is heard. Basically, what needs to be 

done to get a better sound.  If the student 

does not know what to listen for, and how 

sound is created, he/she cannot understand 

how to create or perform music.  
 

How does that get taught to elementary 

students? We experience the sound. Our 

warm-ups consist of songs about chocolate 

cookies, M&M‘s, and pizza. They take turns 

choosing major or minor, and duple or triple 

meter for these warm-ups. They can hear 

the difference with those choices. We sing 

those warm-ups using different kinds of 

voices: country music star, tough New Yawk 

accent, 99 years old, pre-k, and opera. They 

have to physically do something different to 

create those sounds. When it is time to sing 

a hymn, they know that they have to use 

their real voices and that they have to sound 

nice.  
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The sixth graders this trimester have been 

listening and conducting to Beethoven‘s 

Ninth Symphony. Their movements had to 

match the sound. (I wish I had a 

video).  They also noticed that the 4th 

movement was the melody of ―Joyful, Joyful, 

and We Adore Thee‖.  They learned that 

Beethoven was completely deaf by the time 

he started working on this symphony. Of 

course they were curious as to how he knew 

what it sounded like. I compared it to when 

they read silently. They know what the 

words sound like.  
 

Starting in seventh grade the students are 

actually tested on what they hear. Do they 

hear one melody? Do they hear harmony with 

it? Do they hear different melodies going on 

at the same time? Can they hear how the 

beat is divided into two‘s, three‘s, and 

seven‘s? Eighth graders have just finished 

their song mapping projects which requires 

them to label parts of a pop song as they 
hear it. What does an interlude sound like? 

When is the extra? What is the difference 

between a solo and an instrumental? Listen! 

 

Starting in grades 4 and up we play Name 

That Tune if there is a bit of time left at 

the end of class. Some of the quietest 

moments in class is when we play that game. 

It is difficult because they are hearing only 

part of a melody. And they understand that 

if they need more help, 8 out of 10 times 

they‘ll ask for me to add harmony instead of 

more melody notes. They know what to listen 

for.  
  

So bring back the science, it helps us to 

understand how sound is produced. Bring 

back the math, it helps us to understand how 

to count rhythms. Bring back the written 

word, it helps us to describe what we‘re 

hearing. Bring back the history, it helps us 

to understand why and when the music was 

written. But keep the music playing. And 

listen to it! 
  

~ Mrs. Batsford 

 
 

 
 

Nurse 

 
The Nurse‘s Office is happy to announce 

that Spring is around the corner and we are 

sending all the winter germs away!!!! 

 

The warmer weather brings to us more 

daylight and more outside playing.  So please 

be careful and wear your helmets!! 

Vision and Hearing screenings are still 

underway... 

 

Happy and Healthy Days ahead. 

 

~ Christine Pedersen RN 

 

 
 

Physical Education 
 

 
This trimester in Physical Education we have 

been playing winter games in the gym.  

 

PreK – first grade has been playing 

variations of tag, playing penguins and polar 

bears and running relay races.  
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Second – fifth grade has enjoyed games of 

indoor soccer, pinball, and capture the flag.  
 

Sixth- eighth grade has enjoyed games of 

volleyball, basketball, and world cup.  

      

This trimester in health, everyone has been 

studying nutrition. Sixth grade learned how 

to make healthy choices. The sixth graders 

completed the ―Healthy Pizza Project‖. Each 

student created a three toping pizza. Each 

student was challenged to create a healthier 

pizza by researching the nutrition 

information for various toppings.  

      

Seventh and eighth grade studied the 

impact that technology has had on childhood 

obesity. Each grade had its own nutrition 

project.  
 

Seventh grade completed the ―Restaurant 

Chain Project‖.  Students picked their 

favorite restaurant chain and compared 

meals on the menu to try and find the 

healthiest choice. Next, they compared a 

meal from the menu to a homemade version 

of the meal. Every student was able to 

create a healthier version at home! The 

eighth graders had the choice of ―The 

Obesity Epidemic in America Project‖ or 

―The Smoothie Project‖. Students had a 

choice to read about and answer questions 

about the growing obesity epidemic in 

America or to create five healthy smoothies, 

find the nutrition information and describe 

the health benefits of the smoothie. I loved 

seeing everyone‘s work!   

      

In third trimester in Physical Education and 

Health, students will be studying the 

benefits of physical fitness. Exercise has 

many physical, mental, emotional, and social 

benefits!  

I am looking forward to exploring these 

topics with the students!  
 

~ Ms. Montgomery 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


